
FIVE CITIES-PISMO BEACH BRANCH OF AAUW-CA August 2017 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
   http://fivecitiespismobeach-ca.aauw.net                                           Volume 39, No. 1                                              Newsletter Editor: jbarnesgabriel@gmail.com 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
I hope that everyone is enjoying the 
summer months and a break from your 
usual routines. Your Branch leaders 
(including our erstwhile newsletter manager Judy 
Gabriel) also had a brief respite this month but we’ll be 
back to work very shortly. On July 31st the Budget 
Committee will meet to close out the past fiscal year and 
a sub-committee of the Board will meet to develop the 
agenda for the annual planning meeting, to be held on 
August 19th. Liz Wineman and Lisa Walker - our co-vice 
presidents for programs - have already been busy 
developing this year’s program activities and topics. 
They have selected a venue for our September 
Welcome Meeting and details about that event will be 
forthcoming. In the meanwhile, please look for 
additional information about Branch activities in this 
newsletter. 
I look forward to welcoming new and renewing 
members in September. Until then, be well! 
 
Membership               
Well, there is good news and bad news. First the bad 
news; we've lost 7 members this year who have decided 
not to renew. But now the good news; we have picked 
up 3 new members! So please reach out to our new 
members in September to make them feel welcome. 
Membership at present stands at 64. Four more people 
have promised to send in their dues, therefore we are 
down five members from last year at this time. Please 
reach out to anyone you know who may be interested in 
joining. Dues are only $65.50 for new members.  

-- Susan Brazil 
 
Tech Trek 
 
Five of your Tech Trekkers attended camp at UCSB 
the week of July 23rd through July 29th and our sixth 
camper is attending July 30th through August 5th.  A 
couple of our members decided to take advantage of 
the visitation days to see just what Tech Trek is all 
about.  On the first day of Tech Trek the girls and their 
parents attend an orientation meeting.  One of our 

girl's mom was so thrilled after seeing just 2 hours of 
Tech Trek camp that I received a joy-filled email 
thanking our branch for giving her daughter a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity.  And she can't wait to hear about 
the rest of the week. 
 
-- Linda Lidberg, Tech Trek Coordinator 

 
 
 
BINGO! SILENT 
AUCTION! BIG 
FUNDRAISER! 
 
MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 13th 
 
 

Please, look over this list of Chairs and decide which 
chore you would like to organize: 
        
(Solicitation of SA prizes -  ALL MEMBERS) 

• Organizing SA prizes 
• Legalities and permits 
• Publicity – electronic and signs in the community 
• Tickets – assign and collect  
• Kitchen 
• Set up rooms 
• Take Down rooms  
• Raffle Baskets 
• Packaging of SA items 
• Organize Gift Certificates 
• Wine presentation 
• Bid sheets 
• Bingo Game 
• Cashier – at door and for SA 

  After the evening – Deliver bottles of wine 
 
This is your chance to sign up for a job, perhaps a new 
job, to help us earn as much as we can for our projects.   
(There is no election this November and therefore, no 
money to be earned at the polls.) 
Planning meeting:  TBD, but definitely in August! 
Thanks for all you have done.  Respond to us, please.  
 
-- Cheers! Kathy Cohon & Pam Zirion 

Hi all. We hope you are 
enjoying your summer, and that 
you will take a few minutes to 
think about...  
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GREAT DECISIONS 
 

What do we really know about Afghanistan and 
Pakistan?  Find out accurate and interesting 
information to enhance your current knowledge by 
joining the Great Decisions group on September 25, 
7:00 pm.  Topic: Prospects for Afghanistan and 
Pakistan.  United States’ involvement through active 
warfare is now in its 16th year in Afghanistan.  People 
in Afghanistan have been beset by major internal 
conflict almost every year since 1978.  The U.S. 
remains concerned about the Taliban and al-Qaeda 
while trying to manage relationships with Afghanistan 
and Pakistan.  Great Decisions video, discussion and 
reading may help unravel your understanding of this 
conflict.  Join us on September 25 for a lively 
discussion.  
  
Great decisions meets monthly at the home of Mary 
Jo Aspinall to discuss world events, view a video and 
follow up a reading from the Great Decisions Foreign 
Policy Association publication.   The meetings are 
typically the 4th Monday of each month at 7:00 
pm.   New attendees are welcome.  
 
Call Mary Jo Aspinall 556-0193 or Connie Rodgers 
481-1841 with questions. 
 

DAYLIGHT PAGE TURNERS 

August 4, Friday at 11:30 am will find the Daylight 
Page Turners, also known as Daylight Book 
Readers, focused on Willa Cather’s Death Comes to 
the Archbishop, a classic novel based in New 
Mexico during the 1800s. The novel is based on the 
life of Jean Baptiste Lamy. The capture of the 
southwest by the United States in the Mexican-
American War is the catalyst for the plot. 

Debbie Audet serves as hostess for the August 4 
discussion.  Readers meet the first Friday of each 
month, hosted by different members.  The discussion 
begins at 11:30 am, followed by member’s brown bag 
lunch and dessert and beverages provided by the 
hostess.  Meetings are the 1st Friday of each month, 
11:30 am.   The Lords of Discipline by Pat Conroy 
will be the focus of discussion in September.  We 
welcome new readers, as always.   

Message Jean Burns Slater 805 627-1845 or 
jbslater2006@gmail.com for more details and a 
listing of the books for 2017. 
  

 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Due to popular demand and some logistics issues, 
kindly note some changes in the Lunch Bunch venue 
for the next 2 months. 
 
For Thurs. Aug. 3, we will gather at 11:30 at Rosa's 
Restaurant in Pismo Beach. This seems to be a 
favorite, so off we go rather than fight the crowds and 
parking in central Pismo. Rosa’s has its own parking 
lot. Please note it does not open until 11:30. 
 
For the Fall, our locations are: 
 
Sept. 7th....California Pizza Kitchen in SLO 
Oct. 5th......Woodstone Deli in Avila Beach 
Nov. 2nd....Goshi Japanese in SLO 
 
We encourage you all to come. All you need do is 
RSVP to me (Carole Dempsey) 
at medipharmix@aol.com 
 
Please start thinking about places you would like to go 
in 2018, and I will collect a list at the Sept. meeting 
 
NIGHT READERS 

The evening Book Club will meet on August 8 at the 
home of Sandy Pitt to discuss the popular biography 
“Hamilton” by Ron Chernow.  The highly researched 
and lauded work traces the life of the man responsible 
for much of the US financial structure, including its 
banking and trading system.  His association with the 
other Founding Fathers, especially Thomas Jefferson, 
was full of intrigue and passionate political 
disagreement. Chernow keeps the story fascinating 
with insight to his personal relationships and 
indiscretions, leading up to the infamous duel with 
Aaron Burr that ended his life too early.   

Looking ahead, the book choice for September is “Lila,” 
by novelist Marilynne Robinson.    

The evening Book Club is currently filled to capacity. 

- Sandra Ku, chairperson 
 

FINESSING FEMMES BRIDGE 

Finessing Femmes now meets on the first 
Wednesday of the month. We meet at 12:30 at the 
home of one of the members. If interested in joining 
our bridge group, call Marilyn Corey at 473-1928. 
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August 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 31 
Planning 
Agenda /  
Budget 

Meeting TBD 

1 2 3     11:30am 
Lunch Bunch  

 

4 11:30am 
Daylight 
Page 
Turners  

5 

6 7 8 
Night 
Readers 7pm 

 

9 
 

10 11 12 

13 

 

14 15 

 

16 17 18 19 

Annual 
Planning 
Meeting TBD 

20 

 

21 
 

22 

 

23 24 25 

 

26 

27 28 29 30 31   
 

  

    
 

 

     

July 2017        
S M T W T F S        
      1        

2 3 4 5 6 7 8        
9 10 11 12 13 14 15        
16 17 18 19 20 21 22        
23 24 25 26 27 28 29        
30 31             

 

August Birthdays:                
2  Priscilla Alquist 

6  Sue Singer 

8  Barbara Deel 

8  Carol Nielsen 

22 Donna Gillette 

September 2017 
S M T W T F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

       
 

Happy Belated July Birthdays to: 
Kathi Petterson – 1st, Joyce Fluaitt – 6th, Susan Brazil – 7th, Ann Sawyer and Lisa Walker – 22nd, 

Renee’ David – 24th, and Elaine Olson – 29th 
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