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Newsletter Editor: jbarnesgabriel@gmail.com                                 http://fivecitiespismobeach-ca.aauw.net 

 Co Presidents’ March Newsletter  
 

The next few months are chock full of some of the most important activities for our branch.  
 
Branch Leadership:  The Nominating Committee for the 2016-2017 slate of officers is beginning its search for our 
leaders for the coming year.  Marilyn Corey, as Immediate Past President, will chair the Nominating Committee 
composed of Susan Brazil, Kathy Cohon, Karen Thomas and Liz Wineman.  If you receive a leadership call from one 
of these persuading women, please do answer it or suggest someone to share in the leadership of our most 
auspicious AAUW Branch. 
 
Women in History:  Presenting Women in History!  Sixty different women characters have been portrayed over our 
26 year history of this dramatic gift to our schools and community.  Fifty one different AAUW branch members, over 
the years, have participated.  You will have the opportunity to see live performances of remarkable women in history 
as we tell “HerStory” at the March 21 meeting. 
 
BOOK SALE:  Collecting, sorting, advertising, selling, smiling and transporting are all tasks our AAUW branch 
members perform willingly in preparation for the May 21 event at KMART parking lot.  Not only is this event on May 
21 but this is our 21st year of being “one day book sellers.”  This year each branch member is asked to publicize this 
event with maximum effort.  We want to sell our books!  A publicity committee will be developing a marketing plan 
and you will be asked to help get the word out about the sale throughout the community.  Everyone will know about 
our BOOK SALE because we will make this the talk of the town.  People hear whispers about our event, but we want 
shouts and hollers this year. 
 
Ways and Means Committee:  The designated purpose of the Ways and Means Committee is to provide direction to 
our Branch in the ways of fund raising events, grant applications and other methods of obtaining funds to serve the 
purposes of our Branch.  This committee suggests activities and resources available to meet expense, including 
methods for raising revenue needed by the Branch.  The 2016 Ways and Means Committee is chaired by Susan 
Opava, President Elect.  The outcome of this committee will be shared at the March 7 Board meeting.  Look for news 
about our Ways and Means. 
 
Scholarship and Tech Trek Committees:  The Scholarship Committee is busy meeting with school officials to share 
the applications for our local scholarships, awarded to senior women at Arroyo Grande High, Nipomo High, Central 
Coast New Tech High.  This committee has accumulated over $60,000 in the Endowment Fund.  Generous 
contributions have been given in memory of past members and supporters of our Branch. 
The Tech Trek girls, 7th graders going into 8th grade, are just the right age to be encouraged in the Science, Math, 
Technology, and Engineering fields.  Our Tech Trek Committee is sorting through applications for distribution to 
science and math teachers in the Lucia Mar School District to find the right candidates for this program that has now 
been adopted by AAUW National.  Tech Trek has gone national!! 
 
Membership:  That is YOU!   Thank you for being a member, participating, contributing, supporting, sharing and 
laughing with us. How could we accomplish anything without you? 
 
Co-Presidents:  Kathy Cohon, Jean Burns Slater 
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Be prepared to meet some historical figures at our March 21st program. It is our annual Women in History 
session in which four formidable women will be relating the stories of their lives for your listening pleasure.  
 
The evening begins at the Arroyo Grande Women’s Club at 6:30 for refreshments with the program 
beginning at 7:00.  
 
Come and hear about women who made history: a 
suffragette, a frontier guide, a daring pilot and a Supreme 
Court Justice. 
 
Pam Zirion and Abby Adams – Program Vice Presidents 

 
Membership Dues 

 
It's that time of year again for you to plan your budget to include your dues for 2016-2017. You may send 
me a check for $90 made out to 5 Cities Pismo Beach AAUW and any changes you wish to make to the 
roster. A renewal letter is not required but will be included in the April newsletter. My mailing address is 
Susan Brazil 397 Mesa View Dr, Arroyo Grande, Ca 93420. You may also pay at any of our meetings. 

 

What your National AAUW Dues Support  

AAUW national dues are $49.00, of which $46.00 is tax deductible on your personal federal tax return.  As 
a 501(c)(3) charitable membership organization, your national dues support examples of the activities 
noted below in the areas of outreach, research and projects and Fellowships.  Three dollars ($3.00) of the 
$49.00 national dues payment are not tax deductible because these funds are used to support the AAUW 
Action Fund’s Section 501(c)(4) activities such as Lobby Corps and election-related activities.   
Empowering Global Leaders 
AAUW programs support the development of leadership skills, resulting in an AAUW member serving as a 
U.S. youth advisor to the United Nations. 
Fighting for Women’s Rights 
Individuals and women in general are supported to ensure that gender does not affect career progress 
and development.  AAUW advised the U.S .Department of Education to release Title IX resources, 
providing critical information and guidance to those enforcing Title IX, which prohibits discrimination and 
provides equal access to education. 
Helping Girls Find Their STEM Passion 
Young girls discover a love of engineering and design at a Tech Trek camp, and some return every year 
to inspire another generation of women in science, technology, engineering, and math. 
Women of Color Tell Their Own Stories 
Students at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, were tired of the racism and sexism they faced 
on campus, so they came up with an unforgettable project to reject stereotypes and describe themselves 
in their own word 
Solving the Equation in Engineering and Computing 
AAUW’s research shines a light on what keeps women out of engineering and computing, and it’s also 
inspiring companies and academics to put research into practice. 
Closing in on the Pay Gap 
AAUW’s salary negotiation workshops are training women to get paid what they’re worth and an ambitious 
new initiative will bring these skills to half the working women in Boston. 
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Scholarship:  Letter from Cornell 
 

The Scholarship Committee is excited to hear from another 2015 scholarship recipient, Jenna 
Clift, who graduated this past June from Nipomo High School.  To continue to provide 
scholarships to such deserving students, please remember to use “AmazonSmile” whenever 
ordering from Amazon.  The Scholarship Committee is registered with Amazon Smile and 
receives .5% on every order indicating the Branch as the charity of choice (listed under Pismo 
Beach).  Please check with Kathi Petersen for any questions regarding the process.  You may 
also donate directly to our Five Cities-Pismo Beach AAUW Scholarship Fund by tax-deductible 
check mailed to our P.O. Box 1604, Pismo Beach 93448-1604.  You may specify the funds be 
used to increase our Endowment Fund or for current scholarships. 

 
Jenna writes,  

“Hello from Ithaca, New York!  I have been settled in here on Cornell’s campus for a few months 
now and I am currently preparing to enter into our last two weeks of finals.  I apologize for not 
writing sooner, but as I’m sure you can imagine, I have been buried under research and class 
work since the wheels of my plane touched down in New York.  Life at Cornell has been 
everything I hoped it would be and more.  I am taking several courses in my field of study, history, 
as well as a couple of courses outside of the subject and I am  loving every class.  The professors 
are incredible, they are so passionate and knowledgeable, and the students here have been 
incredibly welcoming.  I’ve had so much fun getting to know a wide array of students by getting 
involved in different activities on campus, such as College Against Cancer events and Student 
Government.   

 
“I am also working in the Durland Alternatives Library several days a week.  The library is run by 
the public library system, but it is located conveniently on campus. We run a program called 
Prisoner Express, which provides rehabilitation to prisoners throughout the country by means of 
education.  Once a month, we send out a newsletter to the prisoners who participate and we mail 
them books at their request.  They in turn send us original artwork, poetry, journal writings, short 
stories, jokes, and letters.  My specific job is running the poetry portion of the program.  I read all 
poetry mailed in by the 2,500+ prisoners who participate and I then select certain poems to be 
included in our annual prisoner poetry anthology, which is sent out to all of the prisoners and 
published online.  The project has been eye-opening; this is a completely under-represented and 
ignored portion of the American population.  In the spring I will be hosting a reading of the poetry 
that will be filmed and posted on our website. 

 
“ I would like to thank you wonderful, inspiring women for helping to send me to Cornell and begin 
working towards my dreams.  Your work helping young women in the community is truly 
appreciated.  I look forward to seeing you all again soon.” 

 
“Best wishes, Jenna Clift” 
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 BOOK SALE COMING SOON! 
 

Accepting Donations for AAUW BOOK SALE 
Benefiting women and girls 

SATURDAY MAY 21, 2016 
9:00-3:00 

For Arroyo Grande KMART Parking Lot Book Pickup please call: 
627-1845 
474-5939 
929-6958 

 
Book donations delivered to: 

Linda Lidberg 
959 Vista Lane, Nipomo 

L A ST DAY  TO  PHO NE  F OR B OO K P I CK  UP :   MAY  13 .   
L A ST DAY  TO  D RO P O F F B OO KS ,  M AY  1 4.  

 

Sorting Dates: 
March 8, Tuesday 1-3 pm 

March 19, Saturday 10-12 noon 

April 4, Monday 1-3 pm 

April 16, Saturday 10-12 noon 

April 25, Monday 1-3 pm 

May 6, Friday 1-3 pm 

May 14, Saturday 10-12 noon 

May 18, Wednesday 1-3 pm 

 
Thank you: 

Kathi Pettersen & Jean Burns Slater 
Book Sale Chairwomen 
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AAUW Fund 

  
About the AAUW Fund 
 
Since 2009, the various funds we support in AAUW have been organized into a structure 
called AAUW Funds. 

 
  
In the fall of 2014, the name was changed to the AAUW Fund.  The programs under the Fund 
are the same; however AAUW encourages members to make their donations unrestricted so the 
money can be used where most needed.   
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Cooking Together – Next Event 
 

Please join us for our next dinner in March at 5:30 p.m.  
 
March 12, 2016  Wendy Robinson 
cwendywalk@aol.com     781-0903 
 

• Please contact the host to RSVP at least one week before each dinner so that she 
can plan accordingly. 

• Please bring a bottle of your favorite beverage (alcoholic or not) to share with the group. 
Cost per person is $10 paid to the hosts. 

• Hosts will print copies of all recipes for the dishes we prepare for everyone to take home.  
 
Your Committee Chair, Lisa Walker.  
Questions? Phone 473-0075 or e-mail LWalker@vtc-sm.org 
  

  

Great Decisions - March 28 
 
Our discussion topic for the March meeting of Great 
Decisions will be “The Future of Kurdistan.”  Kurdistan, 
a mountainous region made up of parts of Turkey, 
Iraq, Iran and Syria, is home to one of the largest 
ethnic groups in West Asia:  the Kurds.  Now, most in 
the West know them for the small, oil-rich autonomous 
region in northern Iraq called Iraqi Kurdistan—one of 
the U.S.’ closest allies in the Middle East, and a 
bulwark against the expansion of the so-called Islamic 
State.  What does the success of Iraqi Kurdistan mean 
for Kurds in the surrounding region?  Come to our 
Great Decisions meeting on March 28 at 7 PM at the 
home of Mary Jo Aspinall in Shell Beach and explore 
the answers.   
Call Mary Jo for further details at 556-0193. 

 Finessing Femmes Bridge – March 17th @ Claire’s 
 
This month the Third Thursday falls on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17th.  Bridge will be  
played at 12:30pm at the home of Claire Gordon. We have no openings for new  
members but are always looking for subs. Interested? Call Marilyn Corey for  
more information. 
   
 

   

 

 

1 Pat Muhlethaler 1 Judy Gabriel 
12 Susan Gray 14 Mary Jo Aspinall 
14 Susan Opava 23 Maureen Kelly 

   

mailto:cwendywalk@aol.com
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The Daytime Book Group will meet at the home of Susan Gray on Friday, March 4, at 11:30 
a.m.  We will be discussing The Secret History of Wonder Woman by Jill Lepore .  Join us as we 
learn about the female comic superhero who struggles for women’s rights and the psychologist, 
William Moulton Marston who created her! 
 
Our group is open to new members.  Bring a brown bag lunch and enjoy a lively 
discussion.  Dessert and drinks are provided by the hostess.   
 
If you would like to get a head start on the book for April 1 …. We will be reading The Diver’s 
Clothes Lie Empty by Vendela Vida.  Both are available in the Arroyo Grande Library.   
 

 

 

 

The hand and foot canasta group will meet the third Friday 
from now on.  The March meeting will be on March 18th at 
Debbie Audet's home.  We begin at 9:30, bring our own 
lunches, and the hostess provides drinks and dessert.  If you 
are not able to attend, please find your own substitute and 
notify me who will be coming in your place.  Debbie 
Audet  550-8910 

 

Night Readers    
The next meeting of the evening book club on March 8th will be held at the home  
of Joyce Fluaitt, for a discussion of the delightful novel, “The Rosie Project” by  
Graeme C. Simsion.  The main character in the story is a professor who is on the  
autism spectrum and self-described as “wired differently.”  When he decides to find a suitable 
female life partner, using his devotion to logic, the story becomes hard to resist.   
Looking ahead, the book choice for April is Penelope Lively’s memoir “Dancing Fish and 
Ammonites.” The book club is currently filled to capacity.  – Sandra Ku, chairperson 

    

Daytime Books 
   
  

 

 

Lunch Bunch - March 
Lunch Bunch will be meeting at Rooney's Pub in Orcutt on March 3rd at 11:30. 
Anyone wishing to car pool please let me know. We will meet in the Walmart 
parking lot in the northwest section at 10:45 a.m. Reservations would be 
appreciated. 
 
April--Apple Farm in SLO 
May--Ventana Grill in Shell Beach 
June--Thai Village in Nipomo 
July--Lovin' BBQ in Grover Beach 
August--Jaffe Cafe in Arroyo Grande 

September--Cracked Crab in Pismo Beach 
October--Hula's in Avila Beach 
November--Old Juan's Cantina in Oceano 
December--Santa Maria Inn in Santa Maria 

Susan Brazil – Chair     474-5682 or susanbrazil@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:susanbrazil@sbcglobal.net
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Come “Play” with us!  
We “came to the cabaret.” Now let’s move on to these greats. 

 
Mar.   3   7:00 PM     The Glass Menagerie   PCPA                      $20.00  
Still seats available for Tennessee Williams’ classic of American Drama 
Mar. 13   6pm Lecture        Mark Twain Tonight      CalPoly                    $42 and up  
               7pm Show                         
Apr.  19               Menopause--The Musical   CalPoly  $46 and up 
This is hilarious! One member has seen it three (3) times! Your husbands will enjoy it too. They will begin 
to “get it” in a fun way! 
May  TBA            Across the River        Great American Melodrama 
Jun.    3               Bye, Bye, Birdie   San Luis Obispo Little Theater 
Jun.  22  Wed. Matinee      Shrek--The Musical          PCPA 
This will stretch my imagination! How about yours? Bring the grand kids too. 
July  TBA            Under the Boardwalk   Great American Melodrama  
Aug. 11               In the Heights        PCPA 
Broadway’s 2008 Tony winner 
Sept.TBA  Sun. Matinee    Dixie Swim Club   Pewter Plough Playhouse 
Looks like women of an indeterminate age” like us. Let’s find out…       
If paying for more than one play, indicate number of tickets for each event. 
Checks should be written to AAUW FIVE CITIES-PISMO BEACH and mailed to me. 
Judy Zaretzka     529 Starlight Ln.     A.G.  93420-4157     judyoung@hotmail.com 
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Thanks to our Sponsors: 
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